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SUBJECT: EIFTH UN CONGRESS ON PREVENTION OE CRIME AND THE 
TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS-PROBLEM OF TORTURE 

REE: (A) USUN 3625; (B) STATE 184613 

1. AT DUTCH INITIATIVE, AN INFORMAL MEETING WAS HELD ON 
AUGUST 13 TO DISCUSS ITEM ON TORTURE IN CONTEXT OF SUBJECT 
CONGRESS. PRESENT AT MEETING WERE REPS OF ITALY, AUSTRIA, 
COSTARICA, FRANCE, PROTUGAL, CANADA, SWEDEN, NORWAY, JAPAN, 
UK, NETHERLANDS, GREECE, LUXEMBOURG, AUSTRALIA, UK, AND US. 
AGENDA INCLUDED (A) SWEDEISH-DUTCH DRAFT RES TRANSMITTED 
REFTELA; (B) OTHER INITIATIVES PLANNED ON THIS ITEM; AND 

(C) TACTICS. 

2. ALTHOUGH SEVERAL REPS EXPRESSED GENERAL SUPPORT OF THRUST 
OF SWEDISH-DUTCH DRAFT RES, NO ONE HAD OFFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS/ 
COMMENTS FROM HOME OFFICE AND THUS DISCUSSION OF RES 
EXTREMELY PERFUNCTORY. AS REGARDS OTHER INITIATIVES, 
AUSTRALIAN REP SAID THAT GOA CONSIDERING PROPOSALS TO 
EXPAND COVERAGE OF SMR TO ALL PERSONS DETAINED OR INMPRISONED 
FOR ANY CAUSE AND TO HAVE GA ESTABLISH AN EXPERTS 

WORKING GROUP TO DRAFT AN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
ON TORTURE. U.S. REP COVERED POINTS IN REFTEL B. 

(DUTCH REP NOTED THAT EXPANSION OF SMR COVERED IN CONE 
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TO SMR CONTAINED THEREIN.) ON QUESTION OF TACTICS, DUTCH 
REP STATED THAT UPON THE ADVICE OF THE SECRETARIAT, 

THEY HAD DISCARDED EARLIER THAOUGHTS OF EITHER INSCRIB- 
ING TORTURE AS A SEPARATE AGENDA ITEM OR OF TRYING TO 
ESTABLISH A FORMAL WORKING GROUP AT THE CONGRESS TO DEAL 
WITH TORTURE. THEY ARE TENTATIVELY PLANNING TO INTRO- 
DUCE THEIR DRAFT RESOLUTION UNDER AGENDA ITEM 8 (TREATMENT 
OF OFFENDERS) AND WOULD LIKE TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITY OF AN 
INFORMAL WORKING GROUP AT THE CONGRESS TO COORDINATE 
POSITIONS ON THIS RES AS WELL AS OTHER INITIATIVES WHICH 
MIGHT SURFACE. 

3. BY WAY OF CONCLUSION, IT WAS AGREED THAT MEETING 
HAD BEEN USEFUL AND THAT A SECOND INFORMAL MEETING OF 
INTERESTED DELS WOULD BE SCHEDULED FOR LAST WEEK OF 
AUGUST WHEN, IT WAS HOPED, DELS WOULD BE IN A POSITION 
TO COMMENT MORE SPECIFICALLY ON SWEDISH-DUTCH TEXT AS WELL 
AS OTHER POSSIBLE RESES. 

MOYNIHAN 
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